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no means to hand it over to the Bourbons; and it was thought that a personal interview with Pichegru might put him in a better frame of mind. The latter, accordingly, was landed by an English vessel on the French coast, near Treport, and proceeded to Paris, where he found Georges Cadoudal, M. de la Eivi&re, the two Polignacs, and other Eoyalists.
Cadoudal was son of a miller in the Morbihan, the youngest of a large family; but a quaint custom exists in part of western Brittany1 by which the latest born takes the family property. Cadoudal's father was in easy circumstances, and he had received some education. He was of short stature, broad-shouldered, fierce as a tiger, and his daring courage had made him the chief leader of all the c Chouans' in Brittany. Since the pacification of La Vendee he had lived in London; but his fanatical zeal for the House of Bourbon allowed him no rest so long as the First Consul was at the head of the French Government. He formed a plan of killing him, not by secret assassination, but by attacking him in open day, on the road to Saint-Cloud, with the help of a force of thirty or forty mounted and armed Chouans, disguised as soldiers of the Consular Guard. There was some chance that this plan might succeed, Bonaparte at that time being, as a rule, escorted only by four troopers.
An interview was arranged between Pichegru and Moreau. It took place at night, near the then unfinished Church of the Madeleine. Moreau agreed to the overthrow, and even to the murder, of the First Consul, but would give no aid towards the restoration of the Bourbons. Bonaparte's secret police soon gave notice that some dark business was on foot in Paris, and he ordered the arrest of several old Chouans. One of these made important revelations compromising Moreau, and the Council resolved to arrest him also.
I remember that this arrest produced a very bad impression. Cadoudal and Pichegru not being as yet arrested,
1 And is not unknown, under the name of * borough-English,' in the south of England. See Elton, Origins of Engttsh History, p. 187.
i, 2 was minded to hold the power himself, and byto his transportation to Sinamary, in the deserts of
